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Excellent snow conditions in the principal Alpine regions during the 
early months of 1912 were welcomed by ski mountaineers, including 

Arnold Lunn whose party completed ski ascents of the Lauterbrunnen 
Breithorn and other peaks in the Bernese Alps. In March Marcel Kurz 
joined forces with the Zürich doctor Willy Odermatt to make the first ski 
ascent of the Rimpfischhorn. Later in the year, in December, four guides 
from Zinal reached the summit of the Bishorn with the aid of ski.

The climbing season in the Alps was marred by some of the worst weather 
on record. In August an expedition of note was the first ascent of L’Isolée, 
the fourth highest point of Les Dames Anglaises, the group of rock pinna-
cles on the Peuterey ridge of Mont Blanc by the guided party of H O Jones 
and Geoffrey Winthrop Young. This success was however overshadowed 
by tragedy: only four days later Jones, his wife and their guide fell to their 
deaths while ascending Mont Rouge de Peuterey. In October Young lost 
another friend when Hugh Pope was killed while climbing alone on the Pic 
du Midi d’Ossau in the Pyrenees.

Following the completion of the Jungfrau railway the station at the Jung-
fraujoch was opened to the public in August and later that month celebra-
tions were held at Saas Fee to mark the inauguration of the Britannia hut. 

Many successful expeditions were completed in other mountain ranges. 
In Arctic Norway in July Carl Rubenson and Ferdinand Schjelderup of 
Stedtind fame and Harald Jentoft made the first ascent of Store Strandåtind 
(862m), a notable peak on the Kjerringøy peninsular. In the Caucasus Max 
Winkler’s Bavarian team climbed the west, higher summit (5198m) of 
Dych Tau, traversed Gestola (4860m) and followed the crest of the Bezingi 
Wall to Lyalver (4350m) before completing other climbs, including the first 
ascent of Kentchat Bashi (4171m).

After leaving Srinagar early in June, Dr and Mrs Workman’s party, 
including the surveyor Grant Peterkin and an assistant from the Survey of 
India, triangulated the whole of the Siachen glacier and fixed the heights 
of prominent neighbouring peaks. During two months of fine weather the 
party reached a number of points at the head of the glacier, including Indira 
Col (5776m). 

In Garhwal C F Meade and his guides continued their exploration of the 
approaches to Kamet (7756m), reaching a height of some 7000m before 
being forced to retreat. In Kashmir Dr Ernest Neve and Kenneth Mason 
made the first ascent of the highest peak (5425m) in the Kolahoi group. To 
the east Dr Alexander Kellas undertook his fourth visit to Sikkim where 

in August, accompanied by local men, he reached the summit plateau of 
Kangchenjau (6919m).

In July during an expedition to the Kilimanjaro massif Fritz Klute 
and Eduard Oehler made the first ascent of the highest point (5149m) of 
Mawenzi, which they named Hans Meyer Peak after the geographer Hans 
Meyer who with Ludwig Purtscheller had made the first recorded ascent 
of Kibo (5895m). In the Southern Alps of New Zealand in March the 
Australian climber Freda Du Faur and her guides became the first party to 
reach the summit of Mount Dampier (3443m). In Canada in June Howard 
Palmer and his companions made the first ascent of Mount Sir Sandford 
(3530m), the highest peak in the Selkirk range.

At home in the Lake District, Siegfried Herford and George Sansom 
produced a series of outstanding climbs on Scafell including, on the Pinnacle 
Face, Direct from Lord’s Rake to Hopkinson’s Cairn, and the first complete 
ascent of Hopkinson’s Gully. Later in the year, with Walter Brunskill and H 
B Gibson they completed the Girdle Traverse of Scafell.

All in all, a year of considerable achievement in the mountaineering 
world.

188. Kanchenjau (6919m), Sikkim. Alexander Kellas initially approached the peak from 
this south side in 1911, but eventually reached the summit plateau from the north in 
August 1912. (Roger Payne)


